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expression of the democratic spirit, defined
itself in the early eighteenth century in protest
against a reaction to feudalism. The genius of
lyeyasu Tokugawa for discipline reincarnated
in his successors in the seat of power. All
national activities were strictly regimented.
Japan became (as she is still very largely to-
day) a land of regulations and uniforms. Art
came not simply under official patronage, but
under close official direction. The academies
of the Kano school, which had been patronised
by lyeyasu, now became government depart-
ments. Twenty such academies were in
existence, " constituted on the plan of regular
feudal tenures." Okakura sums up the situa-
tion thus:

"Each academy had its hereditary lord'*
(Kano master) " who followed his profession,
and, whether or not he was an indifferent
artist, had under him students who flocked
from various parts of the country, and who
were, in their turn, official painters to different
daimyos (local chiefs) under the shoguns
(great barons) in the provinces. After graduating
at Tokyo, it was obligatory for these students,
returning to the country, to conduct their work